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FAMS spring season of Track and Field will begin

Tuesday, April 20th:

Before a student is able to participate they must -
1) Know and understand our buildings athletic code and academic requirements.

The code of conduct can be found (pages 25-32) at this link: FAMS Athletic Code

2) Complete the online registration process. (Required just once per year!)

Fort Athletics registration can be found at this link: Athlete Registration

3) Have an up to date physical exam or alternate year acknowledgement.

4) Pay the athletic participation fee.

Contact the FAMS Main Office with any questions: (920) 563-7833.

https://www.fortschools.org/domain/310
https://www.fortathletics.com/page/show/1960155-athlete-registration


The Wildermuth Award for Excellence in Education was created to reward an educator in the School District of Fort
Atkinson for exemplary work in the area of education.  The recipient of the award may be a teacher, media specialist,
guidance counselor, school social worker, school psychologist, or other certified staff member.

The Fort Atkinson Community Foundation, the SDFA, and the Fort Atkinson Education Association sponsor this award
that is given in memory of Ron Wildermuth, former Director of Instruction. This annual award is presented each fall
at the teacher orientation program. Ron’s family requested this particular occasion because Ron was very involved
with the orientation program every year.

Teachers, administrators, community members, parents, and students can make nominations, which will be accepted
through Friday, April 9, 2021. If you wish to nominate an educator for this award, please return your nomination
form to Matt Wolf at Fort Atkinson Middle School by the April 9th deadline.  Nomination forms are available in each
school office and on the SDFA website (www.fortschools.org) or here: Wildermuth nomination.

According to the guidelines that have been established, the committee will consist of the following members, with
each serving a three year term:  six teachers (one representing each building); one Administrator; one community
member; and the previous year’s award recipient

If you would like further information about the Wildermuth Award, please contact Matt Wolf, Wildermuth
Committee Chair at Fort Atkinson Middle School, 920-563-7833 or wolfm@fortschools.org.

Preparations for the 2021 summer school session are in full gear. We are looking forward to restoring our in-person
summer school program! If your family is interested in virtual learning opportunities, we will be offering mirrored
learning academic courses for our at-home learners as well as some fully virtual camps throughout the summer.

The Summer School Session will begin on Monday, June 21st, and end on Friday, July 23rd.  There will be no summer
school on Friday, July 2nd and Monday, July 5th to recognize the 4th of July holiday.

The District is excited to offer a wide variety of great classes and camps for your family to consider!

The District will again use a PRIORITY REGISTRATION system. During PRIORITY REGISTRATION, parents/guardians
will have the opportunity to indicate which courses or camps their children wish to take this summer using the online
registration system (similar to last year).  Using this information, the District will then determine the number of
sections to run for each class in an effort to ensure that kids get the classes that they desire this summer.

PRIORITY REGISTRATION will be open Friday, April 9th until Monday, April 19th.  Please mark your calendar and
share with your friends. By using PRIORITY REGISTRATION, you are giving your child the best chance to get the
class(es) he/she wants this summer.  There are three registration help sessions planned: Monday, April 12 from 8:00
to 9:30 AM and again from 3:15 to 6:00 PM at the Luther Elementary IMC. The third help session is on Wednesday,
April 14 from 3:15 to 6:00 PM at the Purdy Elementary IMC. An interpreter will be available to help.

Registration information, including student logins and class lists, will be sent home on Thursday, April 8th.  If you
have any questions throughout the process, please call the Summer School Office at 920-563-7802 or email
summerschool@fortschools.org.   We hope your child will join us this summer for lots of fun!

http://www.fortschools.org
https://www.fortschools.org/Page/29
mailto:summerschool@fortschools.org


The FAMS Music Department is pleased to
announce that we will be hosting Mr. Brian Balmages, world renowned composer

and conductor, as our special guest speaker on April 14th. He will be joining us via

Zoom during the school day.  The students have been playing some of his

compositions and learning about Mr. Balmages as we prepare for his visit.

Brian Balmages is an award-winning composer and conductor whose music has been performed
throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras. World
premieres have included prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service,
which was attended by both President Obama and Vice President Biden

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and region bands and orchestras,

as well as university and professional ensembles throughout the world. Notable guest conducting

appearances have included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, College Band Directors

Conference, American School Band Directors Association National Conference and others. Additional

conducting appearances have included the Kennedy Center and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall as well as

engagements in Australia, Canada and Italy. He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James

Madison University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Currently, he is

Director of Instrumental Publications for The FJH Music Company and Assistant Director of Bands and

Orchestras at Towson University.

GRADE 6 TEAM NEWS:

Math with Mrs. Cole, Mrs. Deets, Mrs.

McClain, Mrs. Schreiner, Mrs. Steed:

Greetings from 6th grade math! April will find

us learning from the book Covering and

Surrounding. In this book, your student will

explore the areas of polygons and the

surface area and volume of rectangular

prisms. Have your 6th grader tune into our

Google Classrooms. There, you can find links

to what we do in class each day.

Also, give Khanacademy.org a visit-

use the site to find a multitude of

videos and practice problem sets

that are free to use! Please visit the CMP

website: (http://connectedmath.msu.edu/)

for program help/tips.

Please talk to your 6th grader(s) regarding

supplies - pencils and erasers are scarce!

Social Studies with Mrs. Agnew,

Mr. Champeny and Mrs. Smith:

Sixth grade social studies classes will

learn about Medieval Europe this

month. Our lessons will focus on the

early Middle Ages, feudalism and the

rise of towns, kingdoms and crusades,

culture and the church, and the late Middle

Ages. Essential questions we will answer

during our studies will be why does conflict

develop? What are the characteristics that

define a culture? How do governments

change?

http://connectedmath.msu.edu/


GRADE 6 cont.

Science with Mrs. Agnew,

Mr. Champeny and Mrs. Smith:

Our sixth grade science students will

continue their study of weather, climate and

water cycling this month. Students will

investigate where did all of the water in the

air come from and how did it get into the

air? Students will also explore why don’t we

see clouds everywhere

in the air, and what is a

cloud made of?

English/Language Arts with Mrs. Burki, Mrs.

Counes, Mrs. Dwyer, Ms. Kozak, Ms.

Milbourn, Mrs. Zarnowski:

In Language Arts this month, students will be

working preparing for the upcoming Forward

Exam. Then, we will be launching our final

thematic unit for the year- Triumph!

Throughout the Triumph unit, students will

read and write about individuals who have

triumphed over tragedy. They will also

engage in reading and collaborating

with others within literature discussion

groups.

7TH GRADE TEAM NEWS:

Math 7 - After Spring Break
we will be studying from the
book, What Do You Expect?
Students will be working on
probability.

Language Arts 7 - Classes will be helping
students prepare for the Forward Exam
(dates are listed on the page 1 calendar).
In addition, we will be studying the genre
of historical fiction by learning about the
Civil Rights era in preparation for writing
an author’s note and a short story.

Social Studies - Following the end of
our Civil War unit, students will be
examining Reconstruction and its

effects on post-Civil War America.
Other themes will include westward
expansion into Native American
territories as well as the construction of
the Transcontinental Railroad.

Science - Having concluded our unit on
Earth’s History, students will begin a unit
on physics. Our studies will focus on
motion, forces, and energy with the goal
of scientifically explaining everyday
occurrences and experiences. Students
will be doing experiments, collecting
data, and making
calculations.



TEAM 8 NEWS:

Social Studies: Students in Western Cultural
Studies will begin the Europe unit at the start
of April.  The emphasis at the start of the
month will be on the physical geography of
the continent as well as taking a look at the
climate and population distribution.
Students will wrap up the month focusing on
Ancient Rome and Ancient Greece and move
into the Middle Ages!

In Science: Our focus in the 4th quarter will
be environmental science.
Students will look at how
organisms interact with
each other and their
environment.  We will also
explore the use of natural
resources, the impact of humans on the
natural world, and how our impact on the
environment ultimately affects our own lives.

In Algebra 8: Students will be tackling
Chapter 8, Quadratic Functions.  In this
chapter, a quadratics web will challenge
students to find connections between the
different representations of a quadratic
function.  Through this endeavor, students

will learn how to rewrite quadratic
equations in several forms, and how
to use their graphing calculator or
Desmos to assist them.

Math 8: Throughout the 4th
quarter, students will have
exposure to the book, Butterflies,
Pinwheels, and Wallpaper. The
goal in this book is to develop
student understanding of
congruence and similarity of geometric
figures, and the mathematical techniques for
finding and applying those relationships of
shapes. The basic idea of congruence is that
two figures have the same shape and size if it
is possible to perform one or more
transformations that “move” one figure onto
the other. The basic idea of similarity is that
two figures have the same shape if it is
possible to perform a dilation, and perhaps
one or more rigid motions, to transform one
figure onto the other.

During this month students will also be
preparing to take the Wisconsin State
Forward Exam. In class students will be
reviewing concepts learned this year, and in
previous years, to help prepare students. The
mathematics portion will take place mid-
April. Be sure that during those dates
students are having breakfast in the morning
and are getting good rest! We will “Rock the
Forward” in mathematics!

In Language Arts: Quarter Four’s Unit
of Study theme in ELA for Grade 8 is
Perspective. Students will read and discuss
texts about the Holocaust using Literature
Discussion Groups.


















